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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
OFFICE OF COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC LANDS, STATE HOUSE,} 
BOSTON, October 15, 1866. 
To His Excellency ALEXANDER H. BULLOCK, Governor of the 
Commonwealth of J.lIJ.assachusetts. 
The Commissioners on Public Lands herewith prese!1t their 
Fifteenth Annual Report. 
Within the year, ending the 1st instant, there have been 
deposited in the lands of the Commonwealth, on the Back Bay, 
one hundred and eight thousand seven hundred and nineteen 
(108,719) cubic yards of solid earth and clean gravel. The 
cost of this work, including the grading, edge-stones, building 
of drains and other improvements, is ($133,280T¥o) one 
hundred and thirty-three thousand two hundred and eighty 
dollars -No' 
The quantity of filling material deposited in the Back Bay, 
from the commencement of the work to the 1st instant, for 
account of the Commonwealth, measures two million four hun-
dred and ninety-seven thousand three hundred and thirty-
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seven (2,497,337) cubic yards, and the entire cost with all 
improvements is ($1,187,251T\fo) one million one hundred and 
eighty-seven thousand two hundred and fifty-one dollars &. 
The total proceeds of sales of land made by the Commissioners 
to this time, including the land sold to the contractors at the 
commencement of the work, amount to ($2,347,793!lfo) two 
million three hundred and forty-seven thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three dollars yVo. 
The continued high prices of labor and of building materials, 
and the consequent limited demand for land for building 
thereon of dwelling-houses, have restrained the Commissioners 
from offering any land for sale within the last year, except that 
comprising the 21 lots which were sold by public auction on 
the 11th ultimo, the schedule of which had receiv~d the 
approval of your Excellency. 
But two of the parties who purchased eight of these lots at 
the public sale having failed to take them, the proceeds of the 
sale, less the expenses, are reduced to ($58,454·lo%-) fifty-eight 
thousand four hundred and fifty-four dollars M, which sum 
has been deposited with the treasurer of the Commonwealth. 
The Commonwealth still owns nearly one million square feet 
of made land, besides the streets and passage-ways, which ha,e 
been nearly completed. 
The Commissioners, notwithstanding the causes to which 
they have referred, as having restrained them from offering 
land for sale, except on two occasions, within the last two 
years, still entertain no doubt that the value at which they have 
heretofore estimated the land will be fully realized by future 
sales. In this opinion they feel confirmed by the fact that upon 
lands in this territory, purchased of the Commonwealth, a 
great many elegant dwelling-houses and costly structures have 
been erected. 
Under the Tripartite Indenture between the Commonwealth, 
the City of Boston, and the Boston Water Power Company, 
dated December 31, 1864, the Commissioners have constructed 
during the past year a large brick sewer, six feet in diameter 
at its outlet, and for nearly its entire length. The cost of this 
sewer amounts to ($46,937 i,lo) forty-six thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty-seven dollars -iVo. This cost has been greatly 
enhanced by the high prices of labor and materials, and by 
1866.J PUBLIC DOOUMENT-No. 11. 3 
unexpected difficulties in closing out the water during its con-
struction, but the Oommissioners haye the satisfaction of stating 
that the expense is less than the lowest bid received under pro-
posals issued by them for building this sewer. The work was 
done under the superintendence of an engineer furnished by the 
city of BostOIl, has been faithfully and acceptably performed, 
and now constitutes a part of the system of the city drainage, 
and the Commonwealth is no longer responsible for its main-
tenance or repair. 
The Mill Dam and its connecting roads and bridges have 
been under the care of the Commissioners for the purposes 
contemplated by chapter 201 of the Acts of the year 1861. 
Since these avenues were taken charge of by the Common-
wealth, they have been thoroughly repaired in every respect, 
and new bridges and sidewalks built. During the past year it 
has been deemed necessary to build a new plank sidewalk on 
the Brighton Branch road, extending from the Mill Dam to the 
upland in Brookl.ine, some 3,300 feet in length. The bridge on 
the cross-dam has also been thoroughly repaired. 
The amount of money received from tolls from the first of 
May, 1863, to the 15th of the present October,;s ($68,852·lO\) 
sixty-eight thousand eight hundred and fifty-two dollars clo\' 
The total amount of expenditure, during the same time, for 
repairs, building bridges and sidewalks, collecting tolls, &c., is 
($45,592r h) forty-five thousand five hundred and ninety-two 
dollars '1-30. 
Remainder of net income, $23,260 I Ilifo. 
Of this, the sum of twenty-one thousand five hundred dollars 
has been deposited with the treasurer of the Commonwealth, 
bearing interest, for the purpose specified by the Act aforesaid. 
The teams and working materials, valued at several hundred 
dollars, are in the possession of the Commissioners. 
T.he Commissioners renew their recommendation in regard 
to a division of the fund among the several cities and towns 
concerned in these roads, upon their acceptance of the same as 
public highways. 
FRANKLIN HAVEN, 
EDW'D C. PURDY, 
ARTEMAS LEE, 
Commissioners on Public Lands. 

